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Sunday, February 23, 2025

OPENING WORDS

P: O Lord, let my soul rise up to meet you

C: as the day rises to meet the sun.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

P: Come let us bend the knee:
C: Let us kneel before the Lord our maker.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God-with-us,

we confess that we have turned away

those seeking shelter,

claiming there is no room when we have plenty.

We have made power and wealth our idols,

while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger.

We have overlooked the shepherds,

expecting good news in prettier packaging.

Too often, we have valued violence

instead of your peace.

Turn us from our ways to your ways.

Grant us the grace to begin again.

Free us from all that keeps us bound, and forgive our sin,
through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us. Amen.

Hear the good news and rejoice!

You are God’s chosen ones,

holy and beloved, + forgiven in Christ,
and freed to respond in joy.

Amen.




HYMN RESPONSE: O SAVIOR, PRECIOUS SAVIOR ELW 820

PRAYER OF THE DAY: Forgiving God, Too often we take your forgiveness for
granted. Too often we cling to our sin believing that it is our right to harbor
resentments and hatred. Be merciful to us, and show us the depth of healing
that is offered when you forgive, for the sake of the one who recognized
total surrender to forgiveness and offered it willingly, Jesus Christ our
healer. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS Psalm 103:3-6

: who forgives all your iniquity,

: who heals all your diseases,

: who redeems your life from the Pit,

: who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,

: who satisfies you with good as long as you live

: so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.

: The LORD works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed.

: The LORD works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed.

GOSPEL READING: Luke 7:36 - 50 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with
him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and took his place at the table. And a
woman in the city, who was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the
Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. She stood behind him at his
feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with her
hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment. Now
when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to himself, "If this man were
a prophet, he would have known who and what kind of woman this is who is
touching him-- that she is a sinner." Jesus spoke up and said to him, "Simon, I have
something to say to you." "Teacher," he replied, "Speak." "A certain creditor had two
debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not
pay, he canceled the debts for both of them. Now which of them will love him more?"
Simon answered, "I suppose the one for whom he canceled the greater debt." And
Jesus said to him, "You have judged rightly." Then turning toward the woman, he
said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no
water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with
her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not stopped
kissing my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet
with ointment. Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven;
hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little."
Then he said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." But those who were at the table with
him began to say among themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?" And he
said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace."
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Lord, to whom shall we go?
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HYMN SAVIOR, WHEN IN DUST TO YOU ELW 601
SERMON
HYMN FORGIVE OUR SINS AS WE FORGIVE ELW 605

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION
Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



LORD'S PRAYER
Give us the courage to follow in the footsteps of Christ,
who taught us to pray, saying...
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

L: Let us share God’s peace with one another.

GENEROSITY MOMENT

SENDING HYMN: SAVIOR, AGAIN TO YOUR DEAR NAME ELW 534
ANNOUNCEMENTS f’m’%
BLESSING 9 o
P: May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you: Wogh S
C: Wherever he may send you; ;
P: May he guide you through the wilderness: Jay Mikaelsen, Scott
C: Protect you through the storm; Sorenson, Max
P: May he bring you home rejoicing: Tilderquist, Anne
C: At the wonders he has shown you; Rathman, Lorrie
(P:.. gay he brl_ng_you home rejoicing: Samuelson, Dale

: Once again into our doors. Amen.

Anderson, Lynda
DISMISSAL Rosener Sack, Carolyn
P: Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly. Lindstrom, Merle

C: Thanks be to God. Pearson, Yvonne Belin,
Sarah Jacobson Parker,
Terri Fredin, and Terri
Mandelkow.




