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The Maundy Thursday service is like a theatrical production in three acts. In the first 

act we confess our sins and hear the words of forgiveness with the anointing of oil. 

In the second act we receive Holy Communion remembering that it was on this night 

that Jesus established the Lord's Supper and said, "Do this in remembrance of me." 

During the third and final act, the altar area will be stripped of furnishings as a sign 

of Jesus’ abandonment while the Passion Narrative from the book of Luke is read 

aloud. 
 

HYMN     LORD JESUS, THINK ON ME   ELW 599 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Congregation, please stand.) 

P:  Friends in Christ, on this night we pause to consider our Lord's call to struggle 

against sin, death, and the devil--all that keeps us from loving God and each other. 

This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism. Within the community of the 

church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of reconciliation. On 

this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor. In doing so we 

prepare ourselves for the joy that comes with Easter morning. 
 

(Keep silence for reflection and self-examination) 
 

P:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For 

the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 

the glory of your holy name.  Amen 
 

(The congregation may be seated.) 
 

INDIVIDUAL ABSOLUTION  

Those wishing to receive individual absolution may come up the center aisle and 

return down a side aisle.  After the laying on of hands and the declaration of 

forgiveness, the sign of the cross will be made on each forehead (with olive oil, the 

ancient symbol for anointing) as it was in baptism, signifying forgiveness and our 

membership in the body of Christ.   
 

ABSOLUTION OF THE ENTIRE CONGREGATION 

P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins.  Through his Holy Spirit he cleanses us and gives us power to 



proclaim the mighty deeds of God who called us out of darkness into the splendor of 

his light.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
 

HYMN    ALL WHO HUNGER, GATHER GLADLY   ELW 461 
 

A GOSPEL READING FROM Luke 22:1-27  

Now the festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was near. 

The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put Jesus to death, for 

they were afraid of the people.  

Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve; he 

went away and conferred with the chief priests and officers of the temple police 

about how he might betray him to them. They were greatly pleased and agreed to 

give him money. So he consented and began to look for an opportunity to betray him 

to them when no crowd was present.  

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to 

be sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, "Go and prepare the Passover 

meal for us that we may eat it." They asked him, "Where do you want us to make 

preparations for it?" "Listen," he said to them, "when you have entered the city, a 

man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him into the house he enters and 

say to the owner of the house, 'The teacher asks you, "Where is the guest room, 

where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?"' He will show you a large room 

upstairs, already furnished. Make preparations for us there." So they went and found 

everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal.  

When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with 

him. He said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 

suffer; for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God." Then 

he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, "Take this and divide it among 

yourselves; for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until 

the kingdom of God comes." Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me." And he did the same with the cup after supper, 

saying, "This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. But 

see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. For the Son of 

Man is going as it has been determined, but woe to that one by whom he is 

betrayed!" Then they began to ask one another, which one of them it could be who 

would do this.  

A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded 

as the greatest. But he said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; 

and those in authority over them are called benefactors. But not so with you; rather 

the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who 

serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it 

not the one at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.  
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY: Divine Servant, You gave up all the power of the 

universe to serve humanity in the body of one who would endure great 

suffering. By your ultimate sacrifice you taught us how to serve. Make us 

grateful servants of the people of the earth, and feed our souls with your 

holy meal, for the sake of the one who held back nothing to give us 

everything, Jesus Christ, our savior. Amen.  
 

HYMN  LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER ON OUR KNEES    ELW 471 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (The congregation may stand) 

L: Holy God, you make plenty for everyone, everywhere. But ever since the first 

human beings were created, we’ve had a hard time trusting this good news. Some 

do not have enough while others steal and hoard and use more than is needed. 
 

This meal helps us remember that you are generous. And you made us to be 

generous. And together, all the people who receive Holy Communion make a big, 

generous body. This mass movement to your table is re-membering your body, 

putting us back together like puzzle pieces. This taste and sip of heaven interrupts 

our fear of scarcity with your promise to provide enough for all of creation and 

satisfy our whole lives.  
 

P:  You are manna from heaven, 

C:  you are the bread of life.  

P:  You are the widow’s jar of flour,  

C:  you do not run out. 

P:  You are baskets of loaves and fish, 

C:  the feast that feeds thousands.  

P:  You are a deep well at midday, 

C:  the living water. 

P:  You are the Lamb of God,  

C:  You pour yourself out for all people.  
 

P:  We celebrate with these young people receiving their First Communion today. 

May God give them joyful hearts, open hands, and the courage to come to the table 

as their actual selves. We believe that Jesus is fully present in this meal—over, 

under, around, through the bread and wine—so that we can’t receive it without 

getting the gifts of Jesus, too. The logistics are a mystery and God’s to tend. We 

simply trust that where Jesus shows up, there is forgiveness, salvation, and new life 

that come from heaven. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

     Send the power of your Holy Spirit upon us, and on these gifts of bread and 

wine.  Make them be for us the life of Christ.  Replenished by him, may we faithfully 

follow and serve him, awaiting with expectation the coming of his kingdom. 

     Through your Son, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, all honor and all glory is 

yours, most holy and most gracious God.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses     

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  

We will kneel at the railing for Communion tonight. All are welcome at the Lord’s 

Table. You don’t need to be a member of this congregation, nor do you need to be a 

Lutheran. Jesus is the host of the meal and Jesus invites all to join in this heavenly 

meal. Gluten free wafers and non-alcoholic wine are available for those who have 

dietary restrictions. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER        (unison)   

Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving 

power of your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of 

your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of your redemption will 

show forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

HYMN   GO TO DARK GETHSEMANE   ELW 347 
 

THE PASSION NARRATIVE Luke 22: 39-23:56  

He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the 

disciples followed him. When he reached the place, he said to them, "Pray that you 

may not come into the time of trial." Then he withdrew from them about a stone's 

throw, knelt down, and prayed, "Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; 

yet, not my will but yours be done." Then an angel from heaven appeared to him 

and gave him strength. In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat 

became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground. When he got up from 

prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping because of grief, and he 



said to them, "Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into 

the time of trial."  

While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called 

Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; but 

Jesus said to him, "Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?" 

When those who were around him saw what was coming, they asked, "Lord, should 

we strike with the sword?" Then one of them struck the slave of the high priest and 

cut off his right ear. But Jesus said, "No more of this!" And he touched his ear and 

healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple police, 

and the elders who had come for him, "Have you come out with swords and clubs as 

if I were a bandit? When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay 

hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!"  

Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's 

house. But Peter was following at a distance. When they had kindled a fire in the 

middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. Then a 

servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at him and said, "This man also was 

with him." But he denied it, saying, "Woman, I do not know him." A little later 

someone else, on seeing him, said, "You also are one of them." But Peter said, "Man, 

I am not!" Then about an hour later still another kept insisting, "Surely this man also 

was with him; for he is a Galilean." But Peter said, "Man, I do not know what you are 

talking about!" At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. The 

Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how 

he had said to him, "Before the cock crows today, you will deny me three times." 

And he went out and wept bitterly.  

Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; they 

also blindfolded him and kept asking him, "Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?" 

They kept heaping many other insults on him.  

When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests 

and scribes, gathered together, and they brought him to their council. They said, "If 

you are the Messiah, tell us." He replied, "If I tell you, you will not believe; and if I 

question you, you will not answer. But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at 

the right hand of the power of God." All of them asked, "Are you, then, the Son of 

God?" He said to them, "You say that I am." Then they said, "What further testimony 

do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips!"  

Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. They 

began to accuse him, saying, "We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding 

us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king." 

Then Pilate asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?" He answered, "You say so." 

Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, "I find no basis for an accusation 

against this man." But they were insistent and said, "He stirs up the people by 

teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place."  

When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when 

he learned that he was under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was 

himself in Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he 



had been wanting to see him for a long time, because he had heard about him and 

was hoping to see him perform some sign. He questioned him at some length, but 

Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently 

accusing him. Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked 

him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. That same 

day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; before this they had been 

enemies.  

Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, and 

said to them, "You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and 

here I have examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of 

any of your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. 

Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death. I will therefore have him flogged and 

release him."  

Then they all shouted out together, "Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas 

for us!" (This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had 

taken place in the city, and for murder.) Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed 

them again; but they kept shouting, "Crucify, crucify him!" A third time he said to 

them, "Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the sentence 

of death; I will therefore have him flogged and then release him." But they kept 

urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their voices 

prevailed. So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. He 

released the man they asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection 

and murder, and he handed Jesus over as they wished.  

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming 

from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind 

Jesus. A great number of the people followed him, and among them were women 

who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and 

said, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for 

your children. For the days are surely coming when they will say, 'Blessed are the 

barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.' Then 

they will begin to say to the mountains, 'Fall on us'; and to the hills, 'Cover us.' For if 

they do this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?"  

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with 

him. When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there 

with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, "Father, 

forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide 

his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, 

saying, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his 

chosen one!" The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 

and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" There was also an 

inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews."  

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 

"Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, 

"Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And 



we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our 

deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me 

when you come into your kingdom." He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be 

with me in Paradise."  

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in 

the afternoon, while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in 

two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands I commend 

my spirit." Having said this, he breathed his last. When the centurion saw what had 

taken place, he praised God and said, "Certainly this man was innocent." And when 

all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken place, 

they returned home, beating their breasts. But all his acquaintances, including the 

women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these 

things.  

Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a 

member of the council, had not agreed to their plan and action. He came from the 

Jewish town of Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God. 

This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down, 

wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever 

been laid. It was the day of Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning. The women 

who had come with him from Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and how his 

body was laid. Then they returned, and prepared spices and ointments. On the 

sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS  -       Song of Simeon 

P:  At last, all powerful Master, you give leave to your servant to go in peace,  

according to your promise. 

C:  Guard us, O Lord, while we sleep, and keep us in peace. 
 

For my eyes have seen your salvation                                                     

which you have prepared for all nations,                                                                                                  

the light to enlighten the Gentiles                                                               

and give glory to Israel, your people. 

C:  Guard us, O Lord, while we sleep, and keep us in peace. 
 

Give praise to the Father Almighty, to his Son, Jesus Christ, the Lord, to the Spirit, 

who dwells in our hearts, both now and forever. Amen. 

C:  Guard us, O Lord, while we sleep, and keep us in peace. 

 

 Exit in Silence 
 

Tonight, we celebrate the First Communion of: 
 

Cashton Hovel, son of Greg and Courtney Hovel 
 

Parker Nelson, son of Andy and Emily Nelson 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC FOR APRIL 17, 2025 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

 
LORD JESUS, THINK ON ME 

Text: Synesius of Cyrene, 375-430; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808-1896, alt. 
Music: W. Daman, The Psalmes of Dauid, 1579, alt. 

ALL WHO HUNGER, GATHER GLADLY 

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955–1993 
Music: W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825; arr. hymnal version 

LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER 

Text: African American spiritual 
Music: African American spiritual 
GO TO DARK GETHSEMANE 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854 
Music: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 
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